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 Happy Fall everyone, 

Welcome back to our new year of
stitching and friendship! I want to start
out by thanking Kennette for leading
us for the past two years. You are a
hard act to follow. Marilyn has some
great programs and workshops for us
for this new year. We can look forward
to some great meetings. Our first one
this year will include show and tell of
all the projects you have done over the
summer. Please bring them all, even
ones that are still in progress. All of
them are such an inspiration for the
rest of us. You are all so talented. I am
in awe of all the beautiful art you
create. 



 Our New Tax-Exempt Status 

We are officially a 501(c)7 tax-exempt non-profit organization. The IRS has approved
our application and sent us our tax-exempt letter. It is effective as of February 3, 2025,
the date our application was filed. 

Please note this means Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild is exempt from having to pay
income taxes. However, it does not mean that someone donating to our guild can claim
it as a tax deduction on their income taxes. To maintain our tax exemption status we
can receive no more than 35% of our gross receipts from outside of our membership.
We will be required to file a Form 990 annually. 

If you have any questions you may contact Coleen Walter, Treasurer

Mark your calendar now to go on our Saturday
Oct. 18 field trip and sign up at the Sept. 15

Guild meeting. 

Review these additional shopping opportunities
that you want to include: so carpools can be
arranged.

Embroidery
Witchery Stitchery in Mt. Horeb https://caron-
net.com/dec99files/dec99sto.html
Lynn’s of Madison
https://www.lynnsofmadison.com/

Yarn
The Sow’s Ear in Verona
https://www.knitandsip.com/
Spry Whimsey in Stoughton
https://www.sprywhimsy.com/

Quilting
Blue Bar Quilts: https://www.bluebarquilts.com/
JJ Stitches in Sun Prairie
https://www.jjstitches.com/

When I think back on all my years in the
guild, I am amazed at all the types of
needlework that I have learned. This
group is so special. Thank you all for
your contributions to our collective
knowledge of our art. 

Speaking of meetings, please remember
to wear a name tag each time. We all
know each other by face but sometimes
the name escapes us. At least I know
that is how it is for me. 

Also, bring a project to work on during
the afternoon, a great time to stitch and
chat. Looking forward to spending
many a happy Monday with all of you.

Mary 

(Continued from page 1)
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We are pleased to announce The Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild membership
for 2025-26 Guild year has remained at 44. Let’s all wear a name tag so we
can get to know each other! It should be an exciting year. If you know of
anyone who would like to join HEG, please refer them to our website
(www.hinsdaleembroiderersguild.com) where they can print out a form
with the necessary information to become a member. You are always
welcome to bring a guest to a meeting who may be interested in our Guild.

Membership
by Lois Dick (Mara Devitt) 

We
lco
me

     Suzanne Lennox
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Welcome to our New Member

We fondly send off our long time member, Lois Dick, to her new home in Chicago. Lois and
her husband, Jim, will be near one of their daughter’s enjoying the beautiful views of Lake
Michigan and prepared meals. Among many roles, Lois chaired membership, often taking
our photographs and hosting gatherings. She coordinated our 60  anniversary event,
hosted M&M’s and new members meeting at her clubhouse. She was a past President,
always offering  wisdom at our meetings.  Thank you Lois for your excellent leadership,
insight, humor and kindness to all. Now an honorary member Lois can keep up with our
news and we can express our fond memories being with her. Cards can be sent to her new
address, 2960 N. Lake Shore Dr., Chicago, IL 60657

th
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Hospitality
 Sue Bosko and Pat Cavaliere

We are all looking forward to a memorable year of needlework and friendships
along with coffee, fruit and delicious bakery items! Each hostess is asked to bring
one treat to the meeting of your assigned month. If you are unable to do so for
your designated date, please make arrangements to exchange with another
member and notify the hospitality chairs, Sue Bosko or Pat Cavaliere of the
change.

2025-2026 Meeting Hostesses

November
Kennette Bledsoe
Nancy Brinkman
Pat Ewers
Suzanne Lennox
Madonna Muscarello
Susan Rous
Susan Snow
Cathy Urnezis

Pat Cavaliere
Mara Devitt
Susan Franzin
Sandra Migitz
Mindy McMahon
Marsha Poppie
Aline Schamberger

February
Thank

s!

Susan Bosko
Marie Dold
Mary Gemkow
Julie Guynn
Linda Rutkowski
Libby Sturdy
Anne Zick

January 

April
Joan Bratton
Karen Dodaro
Sara Hochhauser
Linda Kennedy
Betsy Maloney
Marilyn Montgomery
Coleen Walter

March
Mary Calzada
Lois Dick
Ann Fish
Marilyn Graves
Chris Holmes
Nancy Knopf
Barbara Mellens

September & October not needed

May
Pat Ciszewski
Jeanie Gale
Nancy Johnson
Linda Mezny
Valerie Rodelli
Terri Sanfilippo
Judy Ellison
Edie Weilemann

M&M meetings are held on the first Monday of most months and  all members are
encouraged to attend. It is a wonderful way to get to know other members in a
relaxed setting and work on any project of your choice. A notification reminder will be
emailed each month. 2025-2026 Schedule

February 2     
March 2   
April 6    
May 4    

December 1

October 6     
November 3     

Marie Dold
Jeanie Gale
Susan Bosko

Julie Guynn
Anne Zick
Linda Rutkowski
Marilyn Montgomery
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Announcements

Many members created new name tags, have vintage name tags and a
variety of needle art name tags. Please wear a name tag at all of our
meetings so others know who you are!
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Permission to photograph form 
HEG takes photos of participants and their projects in classes, at monthly
meetings and during special events to use in our publications, on our website,
and in social media.
All members are requested to complete & submit their permission form at the
Sept. meeting. If you do not want to be photographed or do not want your
projects photographed, it is your responsibility to step away from photographer.

When you see words in red  italics and underlined there is a related link that
you can open. For instance, the permission form to be photographed can be
opened and printed by you.

Please note the meetings, programs and workshops will NOT be on Zoom.
The guild found there was a lack of participation from members to justify
volunteers overseeing the computer. 

Guild members are invited to use our Zoom account to meet virtually
and stitch on projects as you please. Decide your details - who, when, and
why - and let Kennette Bledsoe know. She will set up the meeting and
send the link to the people involved. Then you just log in and enjoy. Your
meeting can be several hours if needed.

We will continue making hearts for Hospice patients using our own stash.
In May we mailed 89 completed needlepoint and cross stitched hearts to
the Kansas City Guild who is finishing and distributing them. Details are
here.

The National Academy of Needlearts Assembly for Embroiderers and The
Exemplary are hosting some wonderful classes March 13-17, 2026 in 
Somerset Inn, Troy, Michigan. Registration  opens October 1, 2025. Details
are here. Thanks Marilyn for sharing the information!
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2025-2026
Programs & Workshops

 Marilyn Montgomery

Saturday, October 18, 2025 Field Trip

We will be carpooling to Madison, Wisc. for “The Art of the Needle Show”, hosted by
the the Wisconsin Area Embroiderers' Guild. Meet at the Western Springs Baptist
Church parking lot at 7:15am. Driving time is about 2.5 hrs. We will carpool to the
show. After the show, we can meet at restaurant for lunch and then divide people 
into cars based upon their interest to go shopping or return home. Sign up will be 
at the September meeting. A courtesy payment of $30 to the driver is requested.
Return home time should be about 4pm or later if you plan to shop.  

September 15, 2025

Program - Frank Connect from Textile Restoration will
present a program examining ways to preserve and
repair damaged textiles. Frank and Textile Restoration is
dedicated to the conservation, restoration, and cleaning
of historic, ethnographic, and heirloom textiles.

November 17, 2025

Program- Diane Herrmann, Weaving Hope: Kem lye'bal"

Diane will present her adaptation of a wall design
hanging in a fair-trade shop in Guatemala, including the
design process and the challenges of working with a
variety of materials and multiple designers.

Workshop - "What I did last summer “ Super Show and Tell!

Participate in this opportunity to show each other all the creative and beautiful items
created over our summer.  We are looking forward to being inspired by our talented
members. Bring a project to work on. This will be an opportunity to reaquaint
ourselves as we stitch. 
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HEG members are welcome to bring damaged textile
pieces for Frank to examine and offer his opinion on
repairs.

Workshop- Mayan Lightning Needlepoint 
$85. workshop & kit fee for HEG members

Registration due Sept. 1

Business Meeting    bring your own lunch and relax

https://myoceanrental.com/37829/


2025-2026
Program & Workshops

 Marilyn Montgomery

January 19, 2026

Business Meeting

Program- Discover how different sheep breeds contribute to the
diverse fibers used in spinning, knitting weaving, or felting with
fiber artist Heather Shulick. Delve into wool's rich history, sheep
breeding, and specialized fleeces.

February 16, 2026

Program- Our very own Susan Snow will describe her journey
through the rich and varied areas of fiber as she shares her
experiences with all sorts of projects and materials.

Workshop- Guild member, Susan Snow will teach mixed
media techniques, including paint, that add to and embellish
fabric to create a wonderful picture.
$50. workshop & kit fee for HEG members
Registration due Jan. 5

March 16, 2026

Program -  Dawn Walczak will present how she creates
scenes and landscapes while hooking rugs as well as the
process she uses to choose colors.

Workshop - Dawn will help us create a 5" by 7" nature
scene/landscape hooked rug. We will focus on color choice
and rug hooking techniques.
$65. workshop & kit fee for HEG members
Registration due Jan. 19
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Workshop- Heather will teach making a 2.5 inch round mixed media
pin with needle felting and bead embroidery.
$75. workshop & kit fee for HEG members

Registration due Nov. 30

https://myoceanrental.com/37829/


2025-2026
Program & Workshops

 Marilyn Montgomery

April 20, 2026

Business Meeting

2026-2027 Program & Workshop Reveal!

Program-  Author and quilter Teresa Duryea
Wong will present virtually her research on Native
American Quilts and the skills and designs they
used to make quilts that reflect their own cultural
heritage. 

Workshop- Guild members, Patti Cavaliere and
Marilyn Montgomery will lead us to reflect on our
heritage while creating embroidered greeting
cards.

$25. workshop & kit fee for HEG members
Registration due Mar. 16

May 18, 2026

Program- Patrizia Ferreira is a fiber artist, committed to
using upcycled materials in her embroidered faces. She
scavenges fabric remnants, heirloom fabrics, discarded
materials and objects and reassembles them in an
ongoing cycle of deconstruction and construction.

Workshop- Guild member, Kennette Bledsoe will
lead us through the steps to create our personalized
and embellished project bag on mesh canvas.

$20. workshop fee for HEG members
Registration due Apr. 20
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HEG 2025-2026 Workshops & Kit contents

Marilyn Montgomery 

March 16 rug hooking 8” X 8" 

February 16 mixed media painted
fabric 

November 17 Mayan Lightning
Needlepoint 6 inch wide by 4 inch
high 

January 19 Little Gem needle 
felting and bead embroidery 2.5"
 round pin 

April 20 embroidered card making 

May 18 personalized ‘Sew Emma” 
project  bag

Kit includes- notecards. 
Bring your own needle, threads and embellishments.

No Kit 
Bring the Sew Emma bag you purchased, needles, threads 
embellishments, lighting and magnification, if needed. 

Purchase your bag at https://www.itssewemma.com/peony- 
mad-for-plaid-project-bag.

Kit includes- black canvas and rayon threads. 

Bring two 11" and two 13" stretcher bars, tacks, needles, scissors,
lighting and magnification, if needed. 

Kit includes- Beadsmith Bead Foundation, felting needles and foam 
felting base, merino wool and wool‐silk blends, E6000 glue, hand‐
crafted Czech glass button, size 11 and 5 seed beads, Fireline and 
One‐G beading threads, beading needles. Finishing materials 
including the option of a pin or bracelet blank 
Bring basic stitching supplies including scissors, metal 
silverware spoon, bead mat, Copic or other alcohol ink 
brand marker in dark purple (purchased at Dick Blick or 
office supply store), light and magnification if needed. 

Kit includes- ModPodge, Gessoboard supports: 8 x 10”, paint 
brushes, water cups, chopsticks, paint tray, non-latex protective 
gloves, shared tubes of acrylic paints, colored papers, and fabric. 

Bring scissors (small size for fussy cutting) and tweezers (which will 
get gluey). Participants are encouraged to bring fabric of their own; 
scraps, or a piece with which to cover the entire support and wrap the 
edges. 

Kit includes- one 5 inch by 7 inch nature scene drawn on linen, one 
hook and enough wool and yarn to hook the entire piece. 
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Payment for HEG 2025-26 Workshops and Kits 

Nov. 17 - Mayan Lightning Needlepoint kit & workshop fee 

Jan. 19 - Felted and beaded pin kit & workshop fee 

Feb. 16 - Painting fabric kit & workshop fee 

Mar. 16 -Hooking a 8” X 8” rug kit and workshop fee 

Apr. 20- Embroidered card making  kit and workshop fee 

May 18- Designing your personalized project bag kit and 
workshop fee 

Please enter the dollar amount for each workshop you plan to attend. Total and
submit payment (check) to Marilyn or HEG PO Box. There will be no refunds if
you withdraw less than 30 days before a class. 

Signup 
before 

Total 
workshop 

and kit cost 

$85

$75

$50

$65

$25

$20 

Sept.1

Nov. 30

Jan. 5

Jan. 19

Mar. 16

 Apr. 20 

You will receive an email confirmation after your payment is received. If you have questions,
contact Marilyn Montgomery marilyn.o.montgomery@gmail.com 708.209.5005 

Complete and mail this form along with a check made out to Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild 

for the total amount due to: 

ATTN: Programs Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild 
PO Box 165 

Hinsdale, IL 60522 

NAME__________________________________ phone #_________________ Total due $_________

Payment type check #__________________ cash paid $______________ 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5 10 V O L  6 2  I S S U E  1  

mailto:marilyn.o.montgomery@gmail.com
mailto:marilyn.o.montgomery@gmail.com


The meeting, held at the Western Springs Baptist Church and via zoom, was called
to order at 9:30 am by President Kennette Bledsoe. 

Business Meeting Minutes 
Kennette asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the January 20,
2025 Business Meeting minutes. Since there were none, Marie Dold made a motion
to accept the minutes as previously presented. Sue Rous seconded the motion and
it passed with an unanimous vote. 

Treasurer’s Report and 2025-2026 Budget 
There were no questions or comments regarding the Treasurer’s Report or the
budget for next year. Sandy Migitz moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Aline
Schamberger seconded the motion. It passed with an unanimous vote. 
Linda Mezny moved to accept the 2025-2026 Budget. Mary Gemkow seconded the
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Dues 
Lois Dick reminded everyone that the $50.00 dues for next year should be sent in or
maybe given to her today. The deadline is May 15, 2025. 

2025-2026 Board of Directors 
The slate of nominees for the 2025-2026 Board of Directors is as follows: 
President Mary Gemkow 
Vice President Jeanie Gale 
Secretary Ann Fish 
Treasurer Coleen Walter 
Contracts Marilyn Montgomery, assisted by Chris Holmes and Linda Mezny 
Programs Chris Holmes and Linda Mezny
All officers were voted on individually and all were elected with an unanimous vote. 

2025-2026 Programs 
Marilyn Montgomery gave a brief recap of the 2025-2026 programs. Please see the
website for details and sign up sheets are in the back today to begin signing up.

Marie Dold moved the meeting be adjourned. Sue Rous seconded the motion and it
passed with an unanimous vote. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Louise Fish, Secretary

Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Business Meeting Minutes
April 21, 2025 Meeting in-person/Zoom
Submitted by Ann Louise Fish
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SEPTEMBER 2025

OCTOBER 2025

NOVEMBER 2025

DECEMBER 2025

JANUARY 2026

September 2025

6 - M&M at Marie Dold’s home

 17 - Program Diane Herrmann Weaving Hope: Kem lye'bal"
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15- Business Meeting, in person only

 15-  Program- Frank Connect from Textile Restoration, in person only
15-  Workshop “Show & Tell” our summer projects, open stitching , reaquaint ourselves 

19 - Business Meeting, in person only

19 - Program  wool's rich history, sheep breeding, and specialized fleeces

 19-  Deadline to register for March hooked rug workshop

 5 - Deadline to register for February, painted fabric workshop

1- Deadline to register for November Mayan Lightning needlepoint workshop

18 - Saturday Field Trip to Madison Wisc.

17 - Workshop Myan Lightning needlepoint 

 3 - M&M at Jeanie Gale’s home 

 2 - M&M at Sue Bosko’s home

19 - Workshop  making a 2.5 inch round mixed media pin with needle felting and bead embroidery

Socialize & Snacks 9:00 
Business Meeting 9:30-

Program 

Color KeyHEG Calendar

Calendar for HEG 2025-2026
Current as of September 1, 2025

Workshop @ 12:00- 3:00

 M&M Meeting 9:30-12:30

Wkshp. registration deadline 

30 - Deadline to register for November felted and beaded pin workshop

15- Sign up for Oct. 18 field trip



May 2026

APRIL 2026

MARCH 2026

FEBRUARY 2026

 4 - M&M at Marilyn Montgomery’s home

 7 - M&M at Linda Rutkowski’s home

18 - Program- Patrizia Ferreira’s upcycled materials in her embroidered faces

Socialize & Snacks 9:00 

Business Meeting 9:30-

Program 

Color KeyHEG Calendar

Calendar for HEG 2025-2026
Current as of September 1, 2025

20 - Deadline to register for personalizing a mesh project bag workshop

16- Workshop -create a 5" by 7" nature scene/landscape hooked rug

18 - Workshop- create a personalized and embellished project bag

16 - Workshop- mixed media techniques to embellish fabric 

16 - Program- Susan Snow will describe her journey through the rich and varied areas of fiber

20- Program- Author/quilter Teresa Duryea Wong’s research on Native American Quilts

20- 2026-2027 Program & Workshop Reveal!

Workshop @ 12:00- 3:00

 M&M Meeting 9:30-12:30

2- M&M at Julie  Guynn’s home

2- M&M at Anne Zick’s home

20- Business Meeting

20 - Workshop - create embroidered greeting cards

6 - Program - Dawn Walczak will present how she creates scenes and landscapes while hooking rugs

Wkshp. registration deadline 

16- Deadline to register for embroidery card making workshop

15- Membership dues deadline
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Map to Western Springs
Baptist Church

MEETINGS are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at the
Western Springs Baptist Church, 4475 Wolf Rd, Western
Springs, IL. 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM is reserved for chatting, coffee
and nibbles provided by member hostesses. Meetings are
called to order at 9:30 AM. 

GUESTS are welcome at all meetings $10 charge.

ANNUAL DUES for the Hinsdale Embroiderers'
Guild include

3 issues of The Chatelaine 
Guild meetings and presentations 
M & M Meetings 
Member  Directory

MEMBERSHIP in the Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild is
open to all embroiderers. Dues are $50. New and
renewing dues payments should be sent to 

ATTN: Membership 
Hinsdale Embroiderers'
Guild PO Box 165
Hinsdale, IL 60522

MEETING CANCELLATION: In the event a
meeting must be cancelled, members will be
notified via email.

GUILD WORKSHOPS by artisans contracted by the
Guild follow most monthly meetings (after lunch) and
are paid for by participants. In the event a workshop is
not full, enrollment may be opened to non-guild
members with an additional $10 charge. 

M & M Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the
month 9:30- 12:00 and is hosted at members' homes.
Members bring and work on a project of their
choosing. Coffee or water and lots of chatting while
admiring each other's work are the agenda for these
meetings.

The Hinsdale
Embroiderers' Guild

The Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Officers and Chairs

SOCIAL MEDIA: We can be found at
www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com
on the Web and as Hinsdale
Embroiderers' Guild on Facebook. 

An Application and Payment Form for New
Members can be found on the website,
www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com

President ....................Mary Gemkow
Vice President.............Jeanie Gale
Program Chair ...........Marilyn Montgomery
Contracts Chair ...Chris Holmes & Linda Mezny  
Secretary ....................Ann Louise Fish 
Treasurer ...................Coleen Walter
Communications........Jeanie Gale  
 .....................................Mindy McMahon  
Hospitality ..................Susan Bosko 
Hospitality ..................Pat Cavaliere 
Membership ..............Mara Devitt
Webmaster ................Kennette Bledsoe

HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild@gmail.com

HEGCommunications@gmail.com
HEGCommunications@gmail.com 
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The Chatelaine is published 3 times per year (September, January, and April) by the Hinsdale Embroiderers’
Guild. It is emailed to all members as a PDF. The editors welcome comments and input. Please send them
to the editor on the month preceding publication. Co-editor:s Mara Devitt & Mindy McMahon E-mail
HEGCommunications@gmail.com

  http://canva.com for tools to create this newsletter 

The Chatelaine
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