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Welcome to the next season of HEG,
everyone. Yes, it is cold. Yes, it is
dark very early. Yes, it is dreary.
BUT! This is the season we stitchers
secretly love. We have no reason
now to make up an excuse to sit in
our favorite place and pick up our
current project. In fact, on many
days, that is the most comfortable
place to be.
The gods approve as well. The month
of January is named after Janus, the
Roman god of beginnings and
endings. Now, what stitcher does not
appreciate the excitement of both a
good beginning and a glorious ending
!? 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
by Kennette Bledsoe
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February comes from the Roman
purification festival februa, which
literally means “cleansing”. Time to
clean out your stash and your project
closet, ladies!

We have enjoyed our travel, hats,
dolls, and felting programs and
fellowship this fall, but we have more
wonderful events on offer. 

Our business meetings, presentations and show and tell can be accessed 
via Zoom. 

 

 
 

Visit the Western Springs library to see this wonderful exhibit that Marilyn M.
kindly arranged, with beautiful needlework from a variety of Guild members.

Read about our upcoming programs and
sign up for one. They are great ways to
spend a fun day with friends, and learn a
little more about an aspect of our craft.
I’m looking forward to learning about a
casket that doesn’t evoke sadness, some
antique samplers facts, and making a
cute animal. Good times ahead. Come
join in. Give winter a knock-out punch
with color, laughter, and purposeful
industry. See you at HEG.

(Continued from page 1)
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Monthly Updates!
In Sept. many of our 44 members and guests
participated in a lovely and informative 60th
anniversary event. Kennette and Karen presented
and showed us examples of their beautiful textile
tour thru Japan. Lois summarized the rich
development of HEG over the 60 years. Pat C., Sue
B., Pat E. and Nancy B. arranged hospitality and
clean up. Samples of our workshop projects were
shown and registrations submitted. Mindy led the
needlepoint workshop on our philanthropic Hospice
hearts. Supplies will be available each month or use
your stash. Members agreed we should stitch 100
hearts over the year, so please join us to reach, or
exceed this worthy target. To date we have 37 hearts
completed and many more to be shared at our
January meeting.

The October meeting was fun-filled as we created dolls! Check out the beautifully
unique dolls on our Facebook and webpage. Bring your doll to share at our next meeting.
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What a wonderful moment during
the sharing of our works, when HEG
member, Jeanie showed her
finished needlepoint piece designed
by HEG member Libby! 

Please bring your Master Embroidery
Academy pieces to the January meeting!

Of course some have brought their finished
embroidery to past meetings and are 
proudly displaying their beautiful finishes!

In November we learned to soft sculpt a floral brooch.
Wear your brooch to our January meeting.

Monthly Updates!
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Membership
by Lois Dick

Announcements

We currently have 44 paid members and several potential members
who responded from our website and are planning to visit our
January meeting. Let’s make them feel welcome. There is a separate
file attached to this Chatelaine with an updated membership list. If
there are any corrections be certain to let me know. 

Following the January business meeting and program, we will enjoy lunch as we
listen to a presentation by Ginny Narsete, a retired Master Sergeant of the US Air
Force and member of Operation HerStory. She will do a short powerpoint
presentation about Operation HerStory, an all women veterans overnight flight to
Washington DC. HEG will present a check to this worthwhile cause using the
funds collected from members who purchased threads. Please stay for this
special event. Bring your lunch and enjoy it while listening and celebrating our
meaningful contribution!

 At the January Business Meeting, Linda R. and Anne Z. will be awarding the Master
Embroidery Class Certificates to all of the 38 participants who signed up for this
amazing project in September of 2023. All of you have really done an excellent job
learning many different embroidery stitches. The good thing is that not only do we
think you have enjoyed the 1½ year project but have a work of art to show for it. 

We know some of you are still working on a book, quilt or some other way of
presenting the stitches, but we would like you to bring your finished piece or your
work in progress so that we can have a group picture to send to Shivaun at
Piecemakers Country Store in California – they gave us the generous 20% discount
on all of the patterns. So, we hope to see 38 either finished or works in progress at
the January meeting. 
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Hospitality
 Sue Bosko and Pat Cavaliere

Jan. 6
Feb. 3
Mar. 3
Apr. 7
May 5

We are all looking forward to a memorable year of needlework and
friendships along with coffee, fruit and delicious bakery items! Each
hostess is asked to bring one treat to the meeting of your assigned
month. If you are unable to do so for your designated date, please
make arrangements to exchange with another member and notify
the hospitality chairs, Sue Bosko or Pat Cavaliere of the change.

2024-2025 Meeting Hostesses

April
Barb Mellens
Aileen Schamberger

Marsha Poppie
Gail Trainor
Pat Cavaliere
Anne Zick

January
Kennette Bledsoe
Coleen Walter
Sandy Migitz
Mindy McMahon
Pat Ciszewksi
Linda Kennedy
Chris Holmes

Mary Gemkow
Marilyn Montgomery
Mary Calzada
Linda Rutkowski
Susan Bosko
Mara Devitt
Lois Dick

March
Susan Frazin
Betsy Maloney
Joan Bratton
Teri Sanfilippo
Libby Sturdy
Jeanie Gale
Madonna Muscarello

February

M & M hosts
We are fortunate to have members
opening their homes for monthly
stitching and chatting together.
Thanks to Marie Dold, Nancy
Brinkman, and Sue Bosko. Future
hosts include-

 Madonna Muscarello
Marilyn Montgomery
Mindy McMahon

 

 Betsy Maloney
Libby Sturdy
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Payment for HEG 2024-2025
Workshops & Kits

 May 5 

Your Name__________________________ 

 $25.00

 You will receive an email confirmation after your payment is received. 
If you have questions, contact Mindy McMahon - mindymcm@aol.com (708- 921-5450)

Please enter dollar amount for each workshop you plan to attend. Total and submit payment
(check) to Mindy or HEG PO Box. 

SIGN UP 
 BEFORE 

COST

Feb. 17 - Cross stitch reproduction
Bristol sampler kit cost  Jan. 6  $56.60  $________

 $________
 Bound full color lecture guidebook $14.00

Mar. 17 - Embroidered fox or bear
finished in a hoop kit cost 
Apr. 21 - Sewn yo-yos & added

embroidery to decorate yolk of a
baker’s apron kit cost
May 19 - Field trip to TLD Designs in
Berwyn and pearl cotton floss dying

Feb. 3  $58.00  $________

 
 Mar. 10  $30.00  $_______

 $_______

TOTAL $___________

Please complete the registration form expressing your interest in taking a
class and mail your payment check to the HEG PO Box or give to Mindy
before the deadline. There will be no refunds if you withdraw less than 30
days before a class. When workshops are not filled to capacity 45 days
prior, we encourage you to invite a friend. Mindy McMahon is maintaining
a waitlist and will let members and friends know if kits are still available to
participate in the workshop(s). Have your friends contact Mindy,
mindymcm@aol.com, to be placed on the waitlist.

Programs & Workshops 2024-2025
Mindy McMahon
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Katie Strachan will provide us with a virtual presentation of her
embroidery designs and caskets that typify the needlework practiced
by 17th century English schoolgirls, and which honors that historic
inspiration, but seeks to bring something new to the table. 

Programs 2024-2025
Mindy McMahon

January 20, 2025

January 20, 2025 

Business Meeting

Presentation, in person and virtually 

January 20, 2025 Presentation by Operation HerStory and acceptance of our
monetary donation

 Master Embroidery Academy presentation of 
certificates and display of embroidery finishes 

Workshop- Open stitching & tell us about your favorite 
stitching gadget

 
 

Supply List- bring your favorite gadget to show and stitching
materials of your choice 

Bring your completed Hospice hearts and collect new designs and supplies!
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Programs 2024-2025
Mindy McMahon

 Kathleen Littleton of Cross Stitch Antiques, has been
designing original samplers since 1998, introducing them
to the national market in 2005, and reproducing antique
samplers since 2016. She will present the history of
samplers and offer her lecture guidebook. 

Kathleen invites you to bring your antique samplers so
she can offer feedback. While not a licensed appraiser
she has knowledge to offer. Lecture guidebook $14.00

Cross stitch her Orphan Annie design, a reproduction Bristol sampler. This
design has not yet been introduced to the open market!

 Workshop & kit fee: $56.60

Supply List — bring basic cross stitch supplies (needles, threads,
scissors) as well as any magnification device and light you
normally use

February 17, 2025 Presentation- Original Samplers, Historic Museum
Sampler Reproductions, and Antique Sampler Reproductions.

She has a website, https://www.crossstitchantiques.com/where you can
find more information about her.

This is an interesting Podcast about samplers, by another person, you might enjoy-
https://hapticandhue.com/samplers-and-stories/

Bring your completed Hospice hearts and collect new designs and supplies!

February 17, 2025 Workshop-
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Programs 2024-2025
Mindy McMahon

March 17, 2025 Workshop 
embroider a fox or bear and learn to finish in a hoop

March 17, 2025 Presentation -
 Bridget Tamillow, I Got You in Stitches, will share her journey
from cross stitch to embroidery for the modern age.
 

Workshop & kit fee: $58.

Supply List — bring basic embroidery supplies (needles, threads,
scissors) as well as any magnification/light device you normally use

 
She has a website, https://igotyouinstitches.com/pages/about where
you can find more information about her.
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April 21, 2025 Workshop

May 19, 2025 Field Trip

TLD Designs- 2619 Ridgeland Ave. Berwyn, 630-963-9573

April 21, 2025 Business Meeting

2025- 2026 Programs Reveal Marilyn Montgomery 

April 21, 2025 Presentation vintage aprons- Claudia Moffat 

Programs 2024-2025
Mindy McMahon

Are you eager to learn how to dye your own
thread? Stitch a special project with them? Hang
out with an expert and friends who will empower
you with great ideas? Carpool to TLD Designs in
Berwyn to learn how to dye floss. Dress to be
messy!

Workshop fee: $25

Learn to sew yo-yos and enhance them with embroidery on your
very own bakers apron- Anne Zick

Workshop& kit fee: $30.

Supply list — bring basic embroidery and sewing
supplies (needles, threads, scissors) .The baker’s

apron is provided.

Bring your completed Hospice hearts

Claudia Moffat will present her collection of over 100 vintage aprons,
highlight the many uses and focus on those made post World War II.
Wear your favorite apron so we can learn the history of it!
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Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Business Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2024 Meeting in-person
Submitted by Ann Fish

Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Business Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2024

Our September meeting was a luncheon and celebration of
the Guild's 60th anniversary, held at Lake Hinsdale
Clubhouse. The business portion was thus abbreviated.

The previously published Board of Directors Meeting
minutes, held on August 21, 2024, and the Treasurer's Report
were reviewed. Both reports were unanimously accepted as
presented.

In Memory - A copy of the letter from the Sisters of the Holy
Cross thanking the guild for the gift given in memory of
Donna Lorenzini was shared with the membership.

Lois Dick announced that we currently have 44 members,
and introduced and welcomed our newest members, Linda
Mezney and Jeanie Gale.

New Officers were introduced.

The meeting was adjourned with a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Ann Fish, Secretary
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May 2025
 5 - M&M at Libby Sturdy’s home

April 2025

March 2025
 3 - M&M at Mindy McMahon’s home

10 - Deadline to register for April, Yo-Yos & embroidered bakers apron

January 2025

February 2025
 3 - M&M at Marilyn Montgomery’s home
3 - Deadline to register for March, fox/bear embroidery and hoop finish 
17 - Presentation - Kathleen Littleton’s collection of antique samplers and their history
17 - Workshop - cross-stitch a reproduction Bristol sampler 

5 - Deadline to register for May field trip to TLD Designs in Berwyn
19 - Field Trip to TLD Design Berwyn & floss dying 

Socialize & Snacks 9:00

Business Meeting 9:30-

Presentation 

Workshop @ 12:00- 3:00

M & M Meeting 9:30-12:30
Workshop Deadline

 7 - M&M at Betsy Maloneys’s home

21 - Business Meeting, both in person/Zoom

21 - Presentation - Claudia Moffat presents her collection of vintage aprons and the history of them

21 - 2025-2026 Programs Reveal - Marilyn Montgomery 

21 - Workshop sewn yo-yo’s and embroidery enhancement with Anne Zick

17 - Presentation - Bridget Tamilow’s journey from cross stitch to embroidery for the modern age

17 - Workshop - fox or bear embroidery finished in a hoop

 6 - Deadline to register for February, cross stitch reproduction Bristol Sampler 
20 - Business Meeting, both in person/Zoom

20 - Presentation Katie Strachan- both in person and Zoom- 17th century embroidered 
caskets, presentation with Operation HerStory and monetary donation,
20 - Workshop - open stitching of your choice, MEA recognition, sharing favorite stitching gadget

Color KeyHEG Calendar
Calendar for HEG 2024-2025
Current as of January, 2024

 6 - M&M at Madonna Muscarello’s home 
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GUESTS are welcome at all meetings.
MEETINGS are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Western
Springs Baptist Church, 4475 Wolf Rd, Western Springs, IL. 9:00 AM -
9:30 AM is reserved for chatting, coffee and nibbles provided by
member hostesses. Meetings are called to order at 9:30 AM. 

ANNUAL DUES for the Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild include
3 issues of The Chatelaine
Chapter meetings and presentations
M & M Meetings
Member Book with Member Directory

MEMBERSHIP in the Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild is open to all
embroiderers. Dues are $50. New and renewing dues payments
should be sent to 

ATTN: Membership 
Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
PO Box 165
Hinsdale, IL 60522

MEETING CANCELLATION: In the event a meeting must be
cancelled, members will be notified via email.

The Chatelaine is published 3 times per year (September, January, and April) by the Hinsdale Embroidery Guild. It is emailed
to all members as a PDF. The editors welcome comments and input. Please send them to the editor by the 20th of the month
preceding publication.
Co-editor:s Lois Dick & Mindy McMahon
E-mail HEGCommunications@gmail.com

Credits:
 to https://imgbin.com/ for  sewing icons;
http://canva.com for tools to create this newsletter 

GUILD WORKSHOPS by artisans contracted by the Guild follow
most monthly meetings (after lunch) and are paid for by
participants. In the event a workshop is not full, enrollment may
be opened to non-guild members wiht an additional $10 charge.
M & M Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month 9:30-
12:00 and is hosted at members' homes. Members bring and work
on a project of their choosing. Coffee, tea and lots of chatting while
admiring each other's work are the agenda for these meetings.

The Hinsdale
Embroiderers' Guild

The Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Officers and Chairs

SOCIAL MEDIA: We can be found at
www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com on the Web
and as Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild on Facebook. 

An Application and Payment Form for New Members can be
found on the website, www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com

Please note that all
Guild Meetings and
Presentations are
being held in person
and on Zoom. All
workshops and M&M
Meetings are held in
person only.

President ....................Kennette Bledsoe .........
Vice President.............Mary Gemkow ..............
2nd Yr Program Chair Mindy McMahon..........
1st Yr Contracts ChairMarilyn Montgomery ...
Secretary ....................Ann Fish ........................
Treasurer ...................Coleen Walter ...............
Communications........Mary Gemkow ..............
Newsletter Editor.......Lois Dick .........................
Newsletter Editor ......Mindy McMahon ...........
Webmaster ................Kennette Bledsoe..........
Hospitality ..................Susan Bosko ..................
Hospitality ..................Pat Cavaliere .................
Membership ..............Lois Dick ........................

HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild@gmail.com

HEGCommunications@gmail.com
HEGCommunications@gmail.com
HEGCommunications@gmail.com

Map to Western Springs
Baptist Church

The Chatelaine
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