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(continued on page 2)

www.hinsdaleembroiderersguild.com

Benjamin Franklin once said that visitors
and fish start to smell after three days.
There is some wisdom there to be said of
Presidents, too. Mary Gemkow will soon be
taking over as our fearless leader, for which
we are very glad. I, for one, look forward to
her wonderful laugh, inclusive smile,
and rare turn-of-phrase. We have some fun
times ahead, ladies.

In the past two years we have stayed in
touch with far away members with
Zoom and updated our website, which has
show cased our beautiful work and
attracted some attention from far-flung
places. We have enjoyed and learned and
practiced and graduated and laughed and
kept our hands busy doing what we all love
to do. 

I thank everyone who has volunteered and
shared their time and energy on behalf of
our little guild.



(Continued from page 1)

Our slate of officers to be voted on at the April meeting  are: 

President             Mary Gemkow 
Vice President    Jeanie Gale
Treasurer             Coleen Walter
Secretary              Ann Fish
Program Chairs  Marilyn Montgomery 
Contract Chairs  Chris Holmes and  Linda Mezney                       

 It is a special organization filled with
some of the most thoughtful and
kindest ladies in the Chicago area. We
are all fortunate to have one another
in each of our lives.

We have a wonderful board and
committee leaders and people who do
not hesitate to offer to help with a job
or a position or what ever is necessary
to keep us all going forward. That
willingness is a special quality. Not
every group possesses that. We all
need to protect and nurture that
positive, can-do, and I'll help attitude.

It sets us apart. We say a special thank you
to our returning board members, Ann Fish,
Coleen Walters, Mindy McMahon, Lois Dick,
Patti Cavaliere, and Sue Bosco. They work on
everyone's behalf. Thank you to Marilyn
Montgomery, who moves from Contracts to
Programs for next year. We welcome
members, who will be elected in April: Jeanie
Gale as Vice President and Chris Holmes and
Linda Mezney as Contract Chairs.

I'll soon be sitting at one of those tables and
not pushing a mike in people's faces. Have
no fear, though. I'm going to show Mary just
how to do it! Enjoy your summer and your
stitching. 
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Thank you Kennette for completing two wonderful years as our
President. You enhanced our technical skills to use Zoom at meetings,
posted photographs on Facebook, and included lessons on using our HEG
website to effectively locate information.  You led the upgrade of  HEG
website and are posting photographs of  ‘work of our hands’. You shared
your textile tour in Japan and are always there to assist! We appreciate
your generosity, creativity and kindness.



Membership 2025-2026
by Lois Dick

 
Once again it is time to pay our annual dues. Dues of $50 can be
paid by check and given to Lois at the meeting or mailed to our post
office box.  Linda Rutkowski earns the reward for sending the first
check, and many more checks have been collected. 

                                   Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild 
                                   PO Box 165 Hinsdale, Ill. 60522
                                   ATTN: Membership 
Be certain that the full name of our guild, Hinsdale Embroiderers’
Guild, is written on your check and you include any changes in your
information.  
If you will not be rejoining, Lois Dick would appreciate being informed
by e-mail, loisdick250@gmail.com.

                           Deadline for payment is May 15, 2025. 

Have you seen the beautiful works of our HEG
members on our Facebook? Everyone is encouraged to
post their hand work or send photos of your
needlework to Sue Rous (suerous@aol.com) so she can
post the images on our Facebook page.
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Beginning in September we will no longer Zoom programs  due to lack of
participation and effectiveness for participants, but just Zooming Along.
begins . .
Have you ever wished you could zoom a HEG buddy and get some help
with a project? Did you ever wish you could have that HEG planning
meeting on line? Have you ever wished you could do some stitching time
with a friend but didn’t want to go outside?  You can!! 
HEG has a Zoom account and that account can be used for stitching and
guild purposes by you, for free. (Happy dance here)

Decide your details - who, when, and why - and let Kennette know. She will
set up the meeting and send the link to the people involved. Then you just
log in and enjoy. You meeting can be several hours if needed.

Happy stitching ;-)

MAY 15

mailto:loisdick250@gmail.com
mailto:suerous@aol.com
mailto:suerous@aol.com


Hospitality
  Sue Bosko and Pat Cavaliere

M & M  hosts
We are fortunate to have members
opening their homes for monthly
stitching and chatting together.
Thanks to Madonna, Marilyn and
Mindy for the past few months.
Future hosts include-

           
   Libby Sturdy

                   Marilyn Montgomery

We are all looking forward to a memorable year of needlework and
friendships along with coffee, fruit and delicious bakery items! Each
hostess is asked to bring one treat to the meeting of your assigned
month. If you are unable to do so for your designated date, please
make arrangements to exchange with another member and notify
the hospitality chairs, Sue Bosko or Patti Cavaliere of the change.

2024-2025 Meeting Hostesses

Apr. 7
May 5
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Barb Mellens
Aileen Schamberger
Marsha Poppie
Gail Trainor
Patti Cavaliere
Anne Zick

April

We will continue creating Hospice Hearts, but working from our own stash. You can
use the template provided to needlepoint, cross stitch or embroider hearts all year. They
will be collected and mailed to the Kansas City Guild in May to be fully finished and then
given to veterans and Hospice patients for their family to keep. Our members have found
stitching these hearts to be a wonderfully rewarding way to learn a new design, a new
needle art, use some of their stash, and easy to travel with due to the small size.

https://myoceanrental.com/37829/
https://myoceanrental.com/37829/
https://myoceanrental.com/37829/
https://myoceanrental.com/37829/


Saturday October 18, 2025
Field  Trip: 

Art of the Needle Show Madison, Wisconsin Area Embroiderers’
Guild

Travel cost TBD

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery
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September 15, 2025
Business Meeting
Program:    Frank Connect, Textile Restoration Inc.

Textile Restoration Inc. is dedicated to the
conservation, restoration, and cleaning of historic,
ethnographic, and heirloom textiles. With over twenty
years experience, their studio is equipped to care for
your most valued objects.

Workshop: 

“What I did last summer “  Super Show and Tell

  Bring a project to finish

  Introductions

  Registration due Sept. 1 for the Nov. 17 Diane Herrmann’s Mayan Lightening  
   needlepoint class

 HEG members are welcome to bring pieces for
Frank to look at.



January 19, 2026 
Business Meeting

Program: Fiber Artist Heather Shulick
Discover how different sheep breeds contribute to the diverse fibers
used in spinning, knitting, weaving, or felting!  We’ll delve into wool’s rich
history, exploring how breeding shaped today’s specialized fleeces.
Heather will also speak about how this impacts needlepoint yarn.

November 17, 2025  
Program: Diane Herrmann "Weaving Hope: Kem Iye'bal" 

Learn about her adaptation of a wall design hanging on the wall of a fair-trade shop in
Guatemala. This presentation will address the design process, including collaboration
with fellow designers, particular challenges working with a variety materials, and
decisions about whether and how to make this into a teaching piece. 

Workshop: Mayan Lightening Needlepoint

Bright and bold, the rich tradition of Guatemalan textile design combines traditional
Mayan icons with explosions of color to create stunning woven fabrics on a 6 inch wide
by 4 inch high black canvas. Requires two 11" and two 13" stretcher bars.

Workshop and kit fee- $85.       register by  September 1

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery

Workshop: Little Gem
Heather will teach making a 2.5" round pin
mixed media with needle felting and bead
embroidery.

Workshop and kit fee- $75.
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February 16, 2026  
Program: HEG member, Susan Snow
will share her fiber Journey.
 
Workshop: Painting on Fabric

Workshop and kit fee- $50.

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery

March 16, 2026
Program: Dawn Walczak
Dawn will present how she creates scenes and
landscapes while hooking rugs and the process she
uses to choose colors.

Workshop: Dawn will teach us to create a 5" by 7"
nature scene/landscape hooked rug. In our
demonstration we will first learn how to hook a rug and
then talk about color choices.

Workshop and kit fee- $65.
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 April 20, 2026  
Business Meeting 

2026- 2027 Programs Reveal -Chris Holmes &
Linda Mezney

Program: Theresa Duryea Wong will present  (via
Zoom) her research on Native American Quilts
and their skills used to make quilts that reflect
their own cultural heritage.

Workshop: Embroidered cards by HEG members, Patti Cavaliere and Marilyn
Montgomery

Workshop and kit fee $25.  Kit includes notecards;
participants provide own supplies

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery
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May 18, 2026
Program: Patrizia Ferreira’s Embroidered Faces (via Zoom)

As a fiber artist, her practice is rooted in the concept of
scavenging, then salvaging fabric remnants, heirloom fabrics,
abandoned, discarded materials and objects, and reassembling
them in an ongoing cycle of deconstruction / construction.

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery
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Workshop: HEG member, Kennette Bledsoe- Designing your personalized project bag

Kennette will guide participants through effective techniques to personalize your Sew
Emma bag. https://www.itssewemma.com/bags

Participants should purchase the Sew Emma bag of their size and color choice, select
threads and choose their own image and alphabet.

 Several images will also be provided.

Workshop fee $20.00 
participants provide own supplies



At the April meeting, Marilyn will present final information about
our presentations and workshops for the coming 2025-2026
guild year. Here’s to a wonderful year!!   

Are you interested in textile restoration, rich colorful Mayan
textiles and needlepoint, rug hooking, needle felting and
beading, Native American quilts, embroidered cards,
embroidered faces or a personalized project bag? Bring your
checkbook and begin signing up for 2025-2026 workshops at our
April HEG meeting.

If you wish to participate in a workshop, you may
sign up  over the summer and throughout the
year, prior to the due date. Information about all
of the workshops for the year, along with the
associated fees, will be distributed at the April
meeting and are included in this publication. 

Start signing

up April 21,

2025!!

You may sign up in person at any meeting or by sending Marilyn
Montgomery an email expressing your interest in taking a class and mail
your payment. 

Payment by check is preferred.  All checks must be made out to
Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild.  

If you want to sign up less than a month prior to the workshop, contact
Marilyn to see if supplies are available.

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no refunds if you withdraw less than 30
days before a class. 
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 Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild 
 PO Box 165, Hinsdale, Il. 60522

Atn. Programs

Programs 2025-2026
Marilyn Montgomery



Payment for HEG 2025-2026 
Workshops & Kits

Please print this page and enter dollar amount for each workshop you plan to
attend, total and submit payment, check is preferred. There will be no refunds if you
withdraw less than 30 days before a class. 

Sept. 15- Super Show & Tell and introductions,
open stitching

Saturday, Oct. 18 Madison, Wisc. field trip

Nov. 17 - Mayan Lightening Needlepoint 
kit & workshop fee

Jan. 19 - needle felting and bead embroidery 2.5"
round pin 

kit & workshop fee

Feb. 16 -  mixed media fabric painting 
kit & workshop fee

Mar. 16 hooking a 8 X 8 rug 
kit and workshop fee

Apr. 20  embroidered card making
kit and workshop fee

May 18 designing your personalized project bag
workshop fee
NO kit, participants purchase their own supplies
https://www.itssewemma.com/peony-mad-for-
plaid-project-bag

   SIGN UP  
    BEFORE    

 no sign up
required  

 Sept. 15

  Sept. 1

  Nov. 30

  Jan. 5, 2026

  Jan. 19

  Mar. 16

 Apr. 20

  COST

   $ 0

   $ TBD

   $ 85.

   

   $ 75.

   $ 50.

  
  $ 65.

  $ 25

  $ 20.

   $ 0

   $___________

   $___________

   $___________
   

   $___________
  

   $___________

   $____________

  $ ____________
  

TOTAL $___________

 You will receive an email confirmation after your payment is received. If you have questions,
contact Marilyn Montgomery (marilyn.o.montgomery@gmail.com  or 708-209-5005)
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    Complete and mail this form along with a check made out to Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
       for the total amount to:

                       Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
                PO Box 165
                Hinsdale, IL 60522
                ATTN: Programs

Your name___________________________________________________

By Marilyn Montgomery



HEG 2025-2026 Workshops &
Kit contents

Marilyn Montgomery

September 15 Open Stitching

Saturday,  October 18 Field trip

November 17 Mayan Lightening
Needlepoint 6 inch wide by 4 inch high

January 19 Little Gem needle felting and
bead embroidery 2.5" round pin

February 16 mixed media painted fabric

March 16 rug hooking 8 X 8"

April 20 embroidered card making

May 18 personalized ‘Sew Emma’ project
bag-
https://www.itssewemma.com/peony-
mad-for-plaid-project-bag

Kit includes- black canvas and rayon threads. 
Bring  two 11" and two 13" stretcher bars, tacks, needles,
scissors, lighting and magnification, if needed.

Kit includes- Beadsmith Bead Foundation, felting needles
and foam felting base, merino wool and wool‐silk blends,
E6000 glue, hand‐crafted Czech glass button, size 11 and
15 seed beads, Fireline and One‐G beading threads,
beading needles. Finishing materials including the option
of a pin or bracelet blank. 
Bring basic stitching supplies including scissors, metal
silverware spoon, bead mat, Copic or other alcohol ink
brand marker in dark purple (purchased at Dick Blick or
office supply store), light and magnification if needed.

Kit includes ModPodge, Gessoboard supports: 8 x 10”,
paint brushes, water cups, chopsticks, paint tray, non-latex
protective gloves, shared tubes of acrylic paints, colored
papers, and fabric. 
Bring own scissors (at least small size for fussy cutting)
and tweezers (which will get gluey). Participants are
encouraged to bring fabric of their own; scraps, or a piece
with which to cover the entire support and wrap the
edges. 

Kit includes pending

Kit includes- notecards 
bring your own needle, threads and embellishments.

No Kit
bring the Sew Emma bag you purchased, needles, threads
embellishments, lighting and magnification, if needed.
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Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild 
Business Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2025   
Submitted by Ann Fish

Our January meeting was opened at 9:30 am by Kennette Bledsoe.
There were 34 members in attendance either at the church or via zoom. 

There was a motion to accept the minutes for the September
meeting/party as printed in the Chatelaine by Mary Gemkow, second by
Sue Rous. Approved. 

A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Sandy Migitz,
second by Sue Rous. Approved. 

Coleen Walter summarized the 501C-7 application requirements as a
social group with the necessary changes in our by-laws, clarifying
changes in our membership, including honorary members. 
Lois Dick made a motion to accept these changes, second by Julie
Guynn. 

Our by-laws are updated as of today, January 20, 2025. Unanimously
approved. 

We were glad to see Judy Ellison back. 
Mindy McMahon passed out program sign up forms and provided new
heart patterns. 

Mary Gemkow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. This was
seconded by Linda Rutkowski. The business meeting ended at 9:40 am. 

Respectfully submitted,
Ann Fish, Secretary
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Socialize & Snacks 9:00  

Workshop @ 12:00- 3:00

Workshop Deadline

M & M Meeting 9:30-12:00

Color KeyHEG Calendar
Calendar for HEG 2024-2025

Current as of  April, 2025

Business Meeting 9:30-

Presentation  
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April 2025

21  -  Business Meeting, both in person/Zoom

21  -  Presentation - Claudia Moffat presents her collection of vintage aprons and the history of them

  7  -   M&M at Libby Sturdy’s  home

21  -  Workshop sewn yo-yo’s and embroidery enhancement with Anne Zick

May 2025

21  -  2025-2026 Programs Reveal - Marilyn Montgomery  

19  -   Field  Trip to TLD Design Berwyn- floss dying

                 9:30 car pool meeting at WS Baptist Church

                 10:00- 11:30 group 1

                 12:00-1:30 group 2 pending

                 11:45 lunch pending class enrollment

5  -   Deadline to register for May field trip to TLD Designs in Berwyn

  5 -  M&M at Marilyn Montgomery’s  home



Credits:
 to https://imgbin.com/ for  sewing icons;
http://canva.com for tools to create this newsletter 

The Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
Officers and Chairs

Co-editor:s Lois Dick & Mindy McMahon
E-mail    HEGCommunications@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP in the Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild is open to all
embroiderers.  Dues are $50. New and renewing dues payments
should be sent to 

ATTN: Membership 
Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild
PO Box 165
Hinsdale, IL 60522

The Chatelaine is published 3 times per year (September, January, and April) by the Hinsdale Embroiderers’ Guild. It is emailed
to all members as a PDF.  The editors welcome comments and input.  Please send them to the editor by the 20th of the month
preceding publication.

MEETINGS are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Western
Springs Baptist Church, 4475 Wolf Rd, Western Springs, IL.  9:00 AM -
9:30 AM is reserved for chatting, coffee and nibbles provided by
member hostesses. Meetings are called to order at 9:30 AM. 

M & M Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month 9:30-
12:00 and hosted at members' homes. Members bring and work on
a project of their choosing and enjoy lots of chatting while admiring
each other's work.

ANNUAL DUES for the Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild include
3 issues of The Chatelaine
Chapter meetings and presentations
M & M Meetings
Membership Directory GUILD WORKSHOPS by artisans contracted by the Guild follow

most monthly meetings (after lunch) and are paid for by
participants. In the event a workshop is not full, enrollment may
be opened to non-guild members with an additional $10 charge. 

GUESTS are welcome at all meetings. There is a $10. fee.

MEETING CANCELLATION:  In the event a meeting must be
cancelled, members will be notified via email.

Please note beginning
in Sept. 2025 Guild
programs will no
longer be on Zoom.
All Guild programs,
workshops and
M&M meetings are
held in person only.

Map to Western Springs
Baptist Church

The Hinsdale
Embroiderers' Guild

The Chatelaine

SOCIAL  MEDIA: We can be found at
www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com on the Web
and at Hinsdale Embroiderers' Guild on Facebook. 

President ....................
Vice President.............
2nd Yr Program Chair 
1st Yr Contracts Chair
Secretary ....................
Treasurer ...................
Communications........
Newsletter Editor.......
Newsletter Editor ......
Webmaster ................
Hospitality ..................
Hospitality ..................
Membership ..............

Kennette Bledsoe .........
Mary Gemkow ..............
Mindy McMahon..........
Marilyn Montgomery ...   
Ann Fish  ........................
Coleen Walter ...............
Mary Gemkow ..............
Lois Dick .........................
Mindy McMahon ...........
Kennette Bledsoe..........
Susan Bosko ..................
Pat Cavaliere .................
Lois Dick ........................

HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild@gmail.com

HEGCommunications@gmail.com
HEGCommunications@gmail.com
HEGCommunications@gmail.com

An Application and Payment Form for New Members can be
found on the website, www.HinsdaleEmbroiderersGuild.com
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